ALLENBY IN EGYPT
Mr. Henderson and have his help, and maintain absolute
unity with you in loyal and helpful co-operation in this
important public task. I do not wish to obtrude the
question of my resignation at this moment, but I adhere to
my previous telegram of 2,7 November.
Allenby's mistrust of Mr. Chamberlain's sincerity was
unfortunately increased by his discovery, on the arrival
of Mr. Henderson, that the Minister who was to put him
so fully and completely in the mind of His Majesty's
Government had in fact been hurriedly recalled from a
holiday and had only had one short interview with the
Foreign Secretary before his departure. He had no
previous experience of Egypt.
Three weeks later, when the crisis caused by the
Sirdar's murder was practically over, Mr. Chamberlain
wrote to Allenby regretting the 'misunderstanding' that
had arisen between them and asking him to allow his
resignation to be submitted
as the natural desire of a great servant of the Crown to take
the opportunity offered by the end of one chapter in our
relations with Egypt and the beginning of another as the
proper moment to seek relief from the strain of such long
and arduous service and the natural and most honourable
close of your great career in the Near East, first as soldier
and then as statesman.
Allenby acknowledged the spirit in which Mr. Chamber-
lain's letter was written, but refused to admit that it had
been a question merely of a momentary misunder-
standing. As to the suggestion about the reasons to be
given for his resignation, he wrote:
I have no personal feelings in the matter, but, though
I thank you for suggesting the solution, I cannot ask to be
retired with a view to relief from a strain which I do not feel.
I must therefore beg that when the crisis is past you will
submit my application to be allowed to resign my present
appointment on the grounds given in my telegram of
26 November.
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